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upon the teftimony of Davies, given in his favour bv 
a fimilar paffage. 

She loaths the watry glafs wherein (he gazd, 
And fiiuns it ftill, although for thirfl fie dye. 

When the conftru&ion of a word is explained, it is 
neceflary to purfue it through its train of Phraseology,. 
through thofe forms where-, it is ufed in a manner 
peculiar to our language, or in fenfes not to be com- 
prifed in the general explanations ; as from the verb 
make, arife thefe phraies, to make love, to make an 
end, to make way, as he made way for his followers, the 
fhip made way before the wind ; to make a bed, to 
make merry, to make a mock, to make prefents, to make 
a doubt, to make out an ajfertion, to make good a breach, 
to make good a caufej tq. make nothing of an attempt, 
to make - lamentation, to make a merit, and many 
others which 'will "occur in reading with that view, and 
which only- their frequency hinders from being ge- 
nerally remarked. 

The great labour is yet to come, the labour." of in- 
terpreting thefe words and phrafes with brevity, ful- 
nefs and perfpicuity ; a tafk of which the extent and 
intricacy is fufficiently fliewn by the mifcarriage of 
thofe who have generally attempted it. This diffi- 
culty is encreafed by the neceffity of explaining the 
words in the fame language, for there is often only 
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one word for one idea; and though it be eafy to 
rranflate the words bright, fweet, fait, bitter, into 
another language, it is not eafy to explain them. 

With regard to the INTERPRETATION many 
other queftions have required confideration. It was fome 
time doubted whether it be neceflary to explain the. 
things implied by particular words. As under the 
term baronet, whether inftead of this explanation, 
a title of honour next in degree^ to that of baron, it. 
would be better to mention more particularly the crea- 
tion, privileges and rank of baronets; and whether 
under the word barometer, inftead of being fatisfied 
with obferving that it is a?t inflrument to dif cover the 
weight of the air, it would be fit to fpend a few lines 
upon its invention, conftrudtion and principles. It is 
not to be expe&ed that with the explanation of the one 
the herald fhould be fatisfied, or the philofopher with 
that of the other ; but fince it will be required by com- 
mon readers, that the explications fhould be fufficient 
for common ufe, and fince without fome attention to 
fueh demands the dictionary cannot become generally 
valuable, I have determined to confult the beft writers 
for explanations real as well as verbal, and perhaps I" 
may at laft have reafon to fay, after one of the aug- 
mented of Furetier, that my book is more learned 
than its author. 

In 



